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OFFICE OF THE ACTING COMMISSIONER

MEDIA RELEASE

1 September 2026

ICAC arrests five senior public officials for misappropriation
and a woman for money laundering in New Ireland Province

KAVIENG: Following an investigation into a complaint from a concerned citizen, ICAC has
arrested and charged five senior public officials in the Provincial Education Division in the New
Ireland Provincial Administration with Conspiracy to Defraud and Misappropriation of
K908,839.50, and has charged a sixth person with Money Laundering. The investigation centred
on the alleged abuse of Tuition Fee Free (TFF) funds at New Hanover Secondary School (NHSS).

The following persons have been arrested and charged:
» Fredrick Mahisu - Principal, New Hanover Secondary School (2021-2024)

e Apollo Pangasa - Coordinator Subsidy, National Department of Education (attached to
New Ireland Provincial Administration)

e Benson Apelis - Director for Education, New Ireland Provincial Administration

e Wesley Siangat - Director Education, New Ireland Provincial Administration

e Lindsay Eruel - Provincial Examination Officer, New Ireland Provincial Administration
e Shirley Nathasa Perry — wife of Fredrick Mahisu, charged with Money Laundering

Mahisu and Perry were arrested in Kokopo and appeared before the Kokopo District Court; both
are on bail, with the matter listed for mention in late September 2026. Pangasa, Apelis, Siangat
and Eruel were arrested in Kavieng. All of them have been granted bail by the District Court.

The alleged scheme

ICAC investigations revealed that between 2021 and 2024, Mahisu submitted inflated student
enrolment figures to the Department of Education in Waigani, resulting in excess TFF payments
to NHSS via the Provincial Subsidy Office. It is alleged that when the Provincial Government
identified the overpayment against actual enrolment, it withheld the surplus.

Itis further alleged that Mahisu, who held pre-signed cheques for the school account, made
significant unauthorised cash withdrawals, each facilitated by an approval letter from a
Provincial Education officer to BSP Kavieng — for which he allegedly paid the officer. Officers
are also alleged to have separately pressured the Subsidy Office to release the withheld funds
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as "outstanding" subsidy payments, which Mahisu would then allegedly withdraw and deposit
into their personal accounts.

Of the K908,839.50 allegedly misappropriated, it is alleged Mahisu deposited K278,268 into his
personal account, paid K307,098.60 to his company, spent K114,822.90 on four vehicles, and
transferred K64,450 to Perry. A further K144,200 was allegedly paid to the other officers.

The ICAC thanks the Provincial Police Commanders, including the Divisional Commander
for East New Britain and New Ireland, and the New Ireland ProvmcmlAdmmlstratlon for
their excellent cooperation.

-
Retlrecl Juage Don Sawong

Independent Commission Against Corruption

< PO Box 353, Vision City, Waigani, National Capital District, 121, PNG
5 3007500

A
' media@icac.gov.pg



