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Media Release

ICAC Engages with Business leaders in Lae to
strengthen Integrity and Ethical Business

June 19 2026

Corporate leaders from across Morobe Province gathered in Lae today for the
Independent Commission Against Corruption’s (ICAC) Business Breakfast, as the
Commission intensifies its efforts to strengthen integrity, accountability, and good
governance at the sub-national level.

Held under the theme “Engaging the Business Community: Promoting Integrity and
Accountability through Partnerships,” the breakfast brought together senior executives
and industry leaders to examine the role of ethical leadership in preventing corruption,
and strengthening governance systems.

Addressing participants, ICAC Acting Commissioner Thomas Eluh highlighted the
critical role of the private sector in addressing corruption and promoting integrity across
both public and private sectors.

“In many respects, the business community is one of Government’s largest partners, as
well as a key client and service provider. Every day, businesses engage with government
through contracts, licensing, taxation, procurement processes, and service delivery
arrangements,” Mr Eluh said.

“Because of this close relationship, the integrity of public systems is closely linked to
the conduct of the private sector. When businesses operate ethically, systems function
effectively. When unethical practices occur, those systems are weakened and
corruption can take root.”

Mr Eluh emphasised that corporate leaders are uniquely positioned to lead by example
and strengthen integrity from within their organisations while working alongside public
sector leaders to foster a culture of accountability.

“The business community is not separate from the fight against corruption. You are
central to it. Your decisions, standards, and leadership shape how systems operate
across the country,” Mr Eluh said.
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“By choosing ethical business practices, you protect your organisations and
reputations, strengthen public institutions and contribute meaningfully to national
development.”

Throughout the session, participants shared perspectives on governance challenges
and explored practical approaches to strengthening internal integrity systems,
managing corruption risks, and promoting ethical decision-making within their
organisations.

The Business Breakfast forms part of ICAC’s broader regional engagement program,
which commenced earlier this year and aims to build collaborative partnerships,
encourage collective action, and strengthen integrity at sub-national levels of
governance.

The Commission expressed its appreciation to all corporate leaders who participated in
the engagement and contributed to the discussions. The ICAC has also acknowledged
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), through funding from the
European Union, for their continued partnership in delivering the event.

Approved for release.
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