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ICAC Hosts Second Regional Breakfast in Lae
18 June 2026

Provincial leaders from across the Momase Region gathered in Lae today as the
Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) intensifies its efforts to strengthen
integrity and accountability at the sub-national level.

Held under the theme “Engaging Provincial Leadership: Promoting Integrity and
Accountability Through Partnerships,” the one-day engagement provided a platform for
the ICAC to directly engage with provincial leaders on preventing corruption and
strengthening integrity systems within provincial and district administrations.

The ICAC leadership team, comprising the Acting Commissioner and two Acting Deputy
Commissioners, briefed participants on the Commission’s roles and functions, the
expectations placed on provincialand district administrations in strengthening
governance systems, and the consequences of corruption and non-compliance with
relevant laws. ;

ICAC Acting Commissioner Thomas Eluh said provincial administrations play a critical
role in national development delivery.

“Provincial administrations are the operational engines of government. When systems
at the provincial level function effectively, services reach communities and
development outcomes improve. This regional breakfast is about bringing the
Commission closer to provincial and district administrations and strengthening
partnerships to address corruption and reinforce integrity systems at the sub-national
level,” Mr Eluh said. -

ICAC Acting Deputy Commissioner for Prevention and Corporate Services, Don
Sawong, stressed that corruption is best prevented at the point of decision-making,
where integrity must be embedded in the daily actions of public servants and leaders.

“Government only becomes real through the actions, decisions, and judgment of public
servants and leaders. You are the ones who convert public resources into real services
for our people, and the integrity of those daily decisions ultimately determines whether
Papua New Guinea’s development is realised, delayed, or denied,” Mr Sawong said.
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ICAC Deputy Commissioner for Operations, Ellenas Batari, highlighted the
Commission’s enforcement mandate, stating that ICAC remains fully prepared to act
where corruption occurs. He warned that breaches of procurement and financial
management laws will attract firm action under the Organic Law on ICAC (OLICAC).

“When prevention is ignored, ICAC will respond with the full force of its investigative
powers. Our Investigations Division is fully empowered under the OLICAC to demand
and seize documents, access financial records, trace payments, compel witnesses,
and investigate any public agency.

“Our prosecutors are equally empowered to prosecute those who break the law.
Breaches of procurement processes, financial management laws, and misuse of public
funds will be met with decisive action. These powers are not theoretical. They are
active, lawful, and they will be used,” Mr Batari said.

The Regional Breakfastin Lae was supported by the Australian Government through the
Australia—Papua New Guinea Law and Justice Partnership (APLJ).

Australian High Commission Minister Counsellor, Ms Elizabeth Le Bas, said Australia
was pleased to support the engagement, noting that it reflects a strong partnership
approach.

“This reflects the kind of partnership we want to support; one that brings institutions
together, supports PNG-led priorities, and recognises that lasting progress comes from
capable institutions, strong relationships, and sustained leadership overtime,” Ms Le
Bas said.
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