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ICAC Arrests Polye

01 December 2025

The Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) has been conducting an
investigation since February 2025, into allegations of corruption and misappropriation
of more than K1.7 million within the Papua New Guinea Sports Foundation (PNGSF).

The investigation has established that the PNGSF awarded four contracts and made
payments of more than K1.7 million to Karma Investments Limited, a private company
registered in Papua New Guinea, without adherence to proper procurement processes.

Investigations have established that Karma Investments Limited was registered only
months before the contracts and payments were made, and the company’s sole
director and shareholder, Ms. Kathleen Ruth James, an Australian citizen holding
permanent residency status in PNG, is the wife of Mr. Don Polye. Mr. Polye was the
Minister of Higher Education, Research, Science and Technology and Sports at the time
the contracts were awarded and payments made to Karma Investments.

The four contracts were to supply sporting equipment and social mapping services to
the PNGSF. To date, no sporting equipment has been delivered, and no social mapping
services have been provided.

As part of its investigation, the ICAC has executed multiple search warrants at various
locations in Papua New Guinea, including the PNG Sports Foundation, and secured
documentary and electronic evidence relevant to the investigation.

As a result, the ICAC has arrested and charged multiple people, including.

e Mr. Don Polye - former Minister of Higher Education, Research, Science and
Technology and Sports charged with Official Corruption, Conspiracy to Defeat
Justice and Attempting to Pervert Justice.

e Mr. Albert Veratau - former Executive Director of PNGSF - charged with Official
Corruption.

e Mr. Ako Maniana - PNGSF Project Manager — charged with Official Corruption.

e Mr. Benjamin Malol - Project Masters Limited project Manager — charged with
Official Corruption and Conspiracy to Defeat Justice.
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Mr Polye was arrested yesterday evening while his three accused were arrested
sometime earlier.

ICAC has obtained a Warrant of Arrest for Kathleen Ruth James and will work with the
Attorney General and Office of the Public Prosecutor to initiate extradition proceedings
to bring James before the Court in Papua New Guinea.

Despite challenges, including attempts to interfere with witnesses and ICAC officers,
the ICAC remains steadfast in its commitment to uphold the law. ICAC will not tolerate
any person attempting to obstruct the ICAC from conducting its investigations and will
use the full force of the law and prosecute any person who thinks they can intimidate
the ICAC.

Operation Tyenna marks the beginning of several major investigations involving
prominent public figures and business entities. Under the strong guidance of ICAC’s
Acting Commissioners, the ICAC will continue to investigate and bring to justice all
those who engage in corrupt conduct in Papua New Guinea. ICAC thanks and
acknowledge the assistance and the cooperation of the police in the arrest and
detention of Mr Don Polye.

We urge the public to stand with the ICAC in this fight against corruption by reporting
corrupt activity and ending the culture of impunity in Papua New Guinea.

Anyone can report corruption to the ICAC through several channels:

1. In person at the Central Government Office, Tower B, Melanesian Avenue,
Waigani

2. By post: POB Box 353, Vision City, Waigani

3. Through email: complaints@icac.gov.pg

4. Oryoucan make a callon 3007500

Complaint forms can be accessed on the ICAC website at
.icac.gov.pg//operations/#report-corrupt-conduct
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