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JOINT STATEMENT

Tuesday, 9 September 2025: ICAC, PNGICSA, and IPA Formalize Strategic
Partnerships to Strengthen Anti-Corrupt Conduct Efforts

The Independent Commission Against Corrupt Conduct (ICAC), the Papua New Guinea
Immigration and Citizenship Services Authority (PNGICSA), and the Investment
Promotion Authority (IPA) are proud to announce the signing of two critical Memoranda
of Understanding (MOUs) that will enhance collaboration in the fight against corruption,
illicit enrichment, and related criminal offences in Papua New Guinea.

These MOUs establish a framework for cooperation aimed at preventing, detecting,
investigating, and prosecuting corrupt conduct, money laundering, and other serious
offences that undermine good governance and national development.

ICAC’s Mandate and Role
ICAC is an independent institution with a core mandate to prevent and investigate
corrupt conduct by public officials and or governmental bodies.

The ICAC is committed to promoting transparency, accountability, and good
governance across all levels of public administration. Through its enforcement actions
and preventive strategies, the ICAC works to ensure that the benefits of Papua New
Guinea’s development are equitably shared among all citizens, notjust a privileged few.

Recognizing that corrupt conduct is complex and often transnational, the ICAC
emphasizes theimportance of strong partnerships with agencies such as PNGICSAand
IPA to maximize the effectiveness of its work.

Partnership with PNGICSA

The signing is expected to significantly strengthen national efforts to prevent individuals
implicated in carrupt conduct from fleeing the country to avoid investigation or
prosecution,

Papua New Guinea has previously seen cases where suspects allegedly involqu‘ln \ .
corrupt activities attempted to evade justice by leaving the country. Thls MOU provides
ICAC withimproved access to critical travel, immigration, and cmzenshlp data, enabang
the ICAC to respond swiftly and decisively to such attempts:. ! "
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Additionally, the partnership establishes a coordinated mechanism for monitoring
border movements and reinforces both agencies’ commitment to upholding the rule of

law. It sends a clear message that those implicated will be actively pursued, and
accountability will be enforced — regardless of where individuals attempt to hide.

The Chief Migration Officer, Mr. Wellington Navasivu, expressed his satisfaction with the
conclusion of the MOU signing and highlighted the need for stronger cooperation and
information sharing between key state agencies, including law enforcement bodies,
border authorities, and financial institutions, to jointly address growing concerns
around human trafficking, money laundering, and all forms of transnational crime.

He noted that PNGICSA already has similar MOUs with other key state agencies and is
pleased to enter into this strategic partnership with ICAC.

“ICSA will work closely with ICAC on areas of mutual interest, cooperation, and
information sharing,” Mr. Navasivu said.

Partnership with IPA

The collaboration between ICAC and IPAis designed to enhance oversight of business
activities, particularly foreign and domestic investments inclusive of intellectual
property rights. By sharing information and technical expertise, the agencies will identify
shell companies (beneficial owners of companies) fraudulent registrations, and other
illicit schemes that divert investment gains away from the people of Papua New Guinea.

This partnership is a critical step toward ensuring that investments in Papua New
Guinea genuinely serve the nationalinterest. By working closely with the Investment
Promotion Authority, we aim to prevent corrupt individuals from using business
registrations and investment channels to hide illegal profits or launder public funds.

IPA Managing Director Mr. Clarence Hoot in congratulating his counterparts from ICAC

and ICSA said: “The IPA places emphasis on Anti-Money Laundering and Counter

Terrorism Financing (AML/CTF) issues. As such, we recently updated the Companies (
Act 1997 to partially address this matter by adding a new section which requires

companies to maintain information on their “Beneficial Ownership”(BO) and ta disclase

this information to the Registrar upon request.”

X L e \
Under the Companies Act 1997 (Amended), Beneficialenership refers tga person ™\ "
who owns or controls a share or other membership interest ina company; or exercises \
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ultimate effective control directly orindirectly over a legal person or arrangement
affecting shares or membership interests or decisions in a company.

“Transparency is good for PNG and BO disclosure helps prevent tax fraud, money
laundering and other illegal activities by ensuring the true owners of assets are
identified. It is in this regard that the IPA welcomes the tripartite partnership with ICAC
and ICSA to combat this issue and other mutual matters for the benefit of the country,”
Mr. Hoot said.

The ICAC acknowledges the leadership and staff of PNGICSA and IPA for their
partnership and ongoing support. These agreements mark the beginning of deeper
cooperation and a united frontin the fight against corrupt conduct, benefiting the
nation's future

Shared Commitment to Integrity and Good Governance

Beyond information sharing, these MOUs provide a platform for joint engagement,
capacity building, staff networking, and technical cooperation — initiatives that
strengthen the institutional capabilities of all three agencies.

Together, ICAC, PNGICSA, and IPA reaffirm their commitment to uphold the rule of law,
deter corrupt conduct, and work collaboratively toward building a cleaner, more
transparent, and fairer Papua New Guinea.

Eluh (Mr.) Wellington Navasivu, (Mr.) Clarence Hoot (Mr.)
Acting Commissioner " Chief Migration Officer Managing Director
ICAC PNGICSA IPA
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