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Media Statement

Official Statement by Mr Thomas Eluh, Acting Commissioner
Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC)

Port Moresby Tuesday, July 8, 2025

Today, we are officially sworn in as Acting Members of the Commission fo,
the Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC).

I, Thomas Eluh is sworn in as Acting Commissioner and Justice Ellenas
Batari and Retired Judge Don Sawong, as Acting Deputy Commissioners.

We acknowledge the ICAC’s Appointments Committee for the confidence
and trust it has in us in these crucial roles. We do not take lightly the
responsibilities that come with these positions, especially at a crucial
transitional period of the ICAC.

Our appointments are now in effect, and we are ready to carry out the
responsibilities entrusted to us.

We step into these roles during a time of considerable public scrutiny and
operational sensitivity. As is publicly known, the substantive Commissioner
and Deputy Commissioners have been suspended from office, pending
formal investigations. These matters are being handled according to the rule
of law, and to ensure the integrity of due processes, we will not comment on
the details of the investigation at this time.

However, let me state this clearly:
The ICAC is greater than any individual. It is a national institution built on
constitutional authority and public trust.

It has taken many years - and many challenges - for Papua New Guinfaa‘tg
reach this point. The road to establishing ICAC was long and difficult,
marked by doubt and institutional resistance. But the demand from our \
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people for real action against corruption has never faded. It was this
collective Voice that led to the creation of ICAC under Section 220B of the
constitution, supported by the Organic Law on the Independent
Commission Against Corruption (OLICAC) 2020.

Ihad the privilege of leading this institution during its formative phase as the
Interim  Chairman. And now, with the honor of serving as Acting
Commissioner, | take up this responsibility with deep commitment to the

values and purpose of ICAC.

Justice Batari and Retired Judge Sawong bring exceptional legal experience
and judicial integrity to their roles as Acting Deputy Commissioners. Their
contributions will be essential as we work together to maintain institutional
stability and continuity across all operational areas.

| want to reassure the public that the ICAC remains fully operational. Our
investigations, prevention programs, and institutional responsibilities are
continuing without disruption. We are committed to maintaining internal
stability, safeguarding the integrity of our systems, and ensuring effective
and transparent communication with the public and stakeholders.

Ourimmediate priorities are:
o Stabilising operations and ensuring continuity of all functions.
¢ Upholding the Commission’s independence and neutrality.

e Adhering strictly to the Organic Law on ICAC (OLICAC) 2020 in all
decision making.

e Supporting transparency, integrity, and public confidence during this

period of transition.
As Acting Commissioner, | reaffirm that the ICAC will continue to function

independently and without fear or favor. Our focus now is to reinforce
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confidence in the institution, sustain momentum in the fight agalnst
corruption and demonstrate that the ICAC is resilient and accountable.

Importantly, I want to reaffirm the commitment, relationships and
partnershipsit has established, and willcontinue towork in cooperatjonand
collaboration with all stakeholders. We value the collaboration of
government agencies, law enforcement bodies, civil society Organisations,
the private sector, and international partners. Together, we share the
responsibility to uphold good governance and protect public interest. The
ICAC stands ready to strengthen these partnerships and ensure our effortg
are coordinated, inclusive, and impactful.

| also want to reassure the public:
As the work of ICAC continues, our staff remain committed to delivering the

anti-corruption mission.

To the citizens of Papua New Guinea: ICAC was built because of your voice.
It is here because of your demand for action. And it will endure because of
your trust.

This is a pivotal moment, it is not a breaking point - it is a learning point.

ICAC will grow stronger, and it will remain a pillar of hope for integrity and
public accountability in these challenging times.

Thank you.

r Thamas Eluh

Acting Commissioner
Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC)

Papua New Guinea
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